132 PEAKS AND GLACIERS OF NUN KUN
and the coolies got no more of it. On this journey they were using satu, or cooked corn-meal, mixed with water, so they could get along without fires, but we missed the latter sorely, and were obliged after the second day to resort to high-mountain food prepared over primus stoves, an unnecessary deprivation below 18,000 feet.
The two sheep, which had survived glacial travel to this point, had to be killed at once, as there was nothing for them to eat, but the advantage of having fresh meat could not be fully utilised on account of the failure of the coolies to supply the camp with wood* For this latter reason five chickens, also brought along, had to be taken down to lower regions before being killed. They did not mind the altitude, and ran about actively in and out of the tents picking up rice and bits of biscuit, with which they were fed.
Savoye and the two porters on their return reported the mountain to be climbable, though the ice-slante above the rocks were very steep- We accordingly decided to attempt it the next day, if the weather proved favourable. The morning of 13th August broke clear and cold. At five o'clock, in a tempera**